
European Court of Human Rights Portal

HUDOC User Guide

Beginner

This  guide  will  assist  you  in  carrying  out  your  first  searches  of  the  case-law of  the 
European Court, the former European Commission of Human Rights and the Committee 
of Ministers of the Council of Europe.
 

1



Documents available in the   HUDOC database  

The following documents can be found in the HUDOC database:

Court Judgments
Admissibility decisions  

From November 1998

Court Judgments
Screening Panel decisions  

From 1959

Commission Admissibility decisions  From 1986
Commission Admissibility decisions Between 1955 and 1986
Commission Reports (public only) From 1986

Committee of Ministers Resolutions (execution) From 1972
Committee of Ministers Resolutions (merits) From 1959 to July 2004

When you connect to the portal at http://www.echr.coe.int/hudoc, click on HUDOC and 
the following search screen will appear:
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http://www.echr.coe.int/hudoc


Start your search

1. Choose the case-law collection in which you wish to search for a document:

- Decisions
- Judgments

By default, select  the “Decisions” and “Judgments” collections on the left-hand side of 
the screen.

2. Select both languages

“English” and “French”, as not all documents are available in both languages.

3. Select importance levels 1 and 2

Click “Explanation” for a definition of the different importance levels.

To limit a search to texts of high and average importance, tick “1” and “2”.

The following search screen will appear:
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Search fields

A number of different search fields are available.

We would strongly recommend that you use the lookup to the right of the search fields as 
it contains the only terms that are valid for a search in each field:

When you click on the lookup button, a window will appear with all the terms available 
in the relevant search field. 

The data in the lookups are listed in alphabetical order (numerical order in the case of 
Application Number and Articles).

All you need to do is select the word or number you are looking for and it will appear in 
the field.

Ex  ample  :

You are searching for the Pardo v. France judgment.

Click on the lookup button to the right of the “Case Title” field. 

The lookup will open. 
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Lookup



For example, if I type Par  in the search field, then click Search, the list of all words 
beginning with Par will appear. 

Click on the word Pardo, which will automatically be inserted into the search field on the 
search screen.

 

5

Click on 
the word



If you know  :  

the   Case Title and/or  
the Application Number and/or

the Respondent State and/or
the   Article and/or  

the   Keyword  

enter what you are searching for, using the lookups:

You can use one or more search fields at a time:

- Case Title
and/or

- Respondent State
and/or

- Application Number
and/or

- Article
and/or

- Keyword

For the other search fields, such as  “Strasbourg Case Law”, “Conclusion” and “Date”, 
please refer to the full User Guide available on the HUDOC site:
http://www.echr.coe.int/hudoc. 
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Note   on the “Keyword” field  :

Keywords are  predefined and are  part  of  an  exhaustive  list.  You cannot  create  new 
keywords.

If you wish to use your own keywords, please enter them in the “Text” field.

Note   on the “Text” field  :

Entering terms in the Text field allows you to carry out a search in the text of a document 
for a single word, a phrase, a sentence etc.

You can search for:

Search
Parameters Meaning Examples, i.e. what to

type in the “Text” field

Word
A sequence of one or more adjacent letters or 
numbers, and including specific punctuation 
characters.

→ Burglary
→ Constitution

Phrase /
sentence /
paragraph

Groups together words in the order you wish 
to  find  them  –  phrase  searching  –  “word 
word”

→ “prison sentence”
→ “Court of
Cassation”
→ “Law no. 65-543”

AND Finds  documents  containing  both  words  in 
any order - word AND word

→ police AND
violence
→ infringement AND
rights

OR
Finds documents containing either of the two 
words - word OR word

→ violence OR
cruelty
→ police OR army
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Relevance (ascending) - when searching for a particular term in the text, this 
option will give the document with the fewest occurrences of the term first
Relevance (descending) - this option will give the document with the most 
occurrences of the term first
Date (Oldest first) - reverse chronological order
Date (Newest first) - chronological order
Title (A-Z) - alphabetical order by title
Title (Z-A) - reverse alphabetical order by title
Respondent State (A-Z) - alphabetical order by respondent State
Respondent State (Z-A) - reverse alphabetical order by respondent State
Application Number (A-Z) - numerical order by application number
Application Number (Z-A) - reverse numerical order by application number

Sorting your search results

Your search results can be sorted according to the following criteria:

Select one of these criteria from the drop-down menu on the right-hand side of the screen 
using the blue arrow:
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Results

When you have completed the search fields and selected how you want your results to be 
sorted, click on the “Search” button.

Here we are searching for documents concerning Article 3 sorted by date (most recent 
first):

The Results screen will appear:
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Search



For  example,  you  may  wish  to  consult  the  Tysiac  v.  Poland judgment,  which  was 
delivered on 20 March 2007 and concerns Article 3.

Notice

We would advise you first to consult the “Notice”, which contains an analytical summary 
of the document you are searching for, providing you with a brief idea of the scope of the 
case. It is available in both English and French. 

Please note that from 2007 full analytical summaries are no longer provided for category 
3 documents.

The notice can be accessed from the Results page (see above) or the Content  page (see 
the “Content” section below).

The notice is set out as follows:
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Click on the title of the case to see 
the Content of the document

Double-click on the icon to open the 
Word version of the document

Click here to see the 
document’s Notice page

Content



You can click on “View” to go into the text of the document.

Conten  t  

In the text of the document, each occurrence of the terms entered in the search field can 
be viewed, in bold red type, when you click on the “Click here for next term” icon.
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Notice Occurrences in 
the document



You now have the basic knowledge to carry out searches of the HUDOC database.

For information on how to carry out more complex searches, please refer to the full User 
Guide available on the HUDOC site: http://www.echr.coe.int/hudoc.

You can also search for “Press releases” on the European Court of Human Rights Portal 
(http://www.echr.coe.int/hudoc/press/en). These provide an overview of the facts of the 
case,  information  on  the  procedure  and  the  composition  of  the  Court  as  well  as  a 
summary of the case (complaints and decision of the Court).

In addition, you can consult the “Case-Law Information Notes” available on the Court’s 
Internet site (http://www.echr.coe.int/echr/NoteInformation/en). 
The Information Notes have been published on a monthly basis since  November 1998. 
They include:

- analytical  summaries  of  judgments,  decisions  and  communicated  cases  of 
particular interest;

- a  recapitulation  of  these  important  cases  according  to  the  case-law issues 
raised;

- a list of significant judgments and decisions classified according to relevant 
Articles and keywords; 

- a list of all the judgments delivered during the month; 
- a list of cases in which a request for referral to the Grand Chamber has been 

accepted; 
- a list  of cases in which jurisdiction has been relinquished in favour of the 

Grand Chamber; 
- a list of judgments from previous months that have become final; and 
- statistics on all judicial activities. 

The above-mentioned link also contains annual indexes which provide an overview of the 
cases summarised in the Case-Law Information Notes.
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