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This guide will assist you in carrying out your first searches of the case-law of the
European Court, the former European Commission of Human Rights and the Committee
of Ministers of the Council of Europe.



Documents available in the HUDOC database

The following documents can be found in the HUDOC database:

Court Judgments From November 1998
Admissibility decisions
Court Judgments From 1959
Screening Panel decisions
Commission Admissibility decisions From 1986
Commission Admissibility decisions Between 1955 and 1986
Commission Reports (public only) From 1986
Committee of Ministers | Resolutions (execution) From 1972

Committee of Ministers

Resolutions (merits)

From 1959 to July 2004

When you connect to the portal at http://www.echr.coe.int/hudoc, click on HUDOC and
the following search screen will appear:
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http://www.echr.coe.int/hudoc

Start vour search

1. Choose the case-law collection in which you wish to search for a document:

- Decisions
- Judgments

By default, select the “Decisions” and “Judgments” collections on the left-hand side of
the screen.

2. Select both languages

“English” and “French”, as not all documents are available in both languages.

3. Select importance levels 1 and 2

Click “Explanation” for a definition of the different importance levels.

To limit a search to texts of high and average importance, tick “1” and “2”.

The following search screen will appear:
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Search fields

A number of different search fields are available.

We would strongly recommend that you use the lookup to the right of the search fields as
it contains the only terms that are valid for a search in each field:
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When you click on the lookup button, a window will appear with all the terms available

in the relevant search field.

The data in the lookups are listed in alphabetical order (numerical order in the case of

Application Number and Articles).

All you need to do is select the word or number you are looking for and it will appear in

the field.

Example:

You are searching for the Pardo v. France judgment.

Click on the lookup button to the right of the “Case Title” field.

The lookup will open.



For example, if I type Par in the search field, then click Search, the list of all words
beginning with Par will appear.

Click on the word Pardo, which will automatically be inserted into the search field on the

search screen.

2} Case Title Lovkup - Microsoft Internet Explorer

Item Nb Docs Nb Occurs
PARADIS 2
PARADISD
PARAGVA
PARAMZOTHY
PARANA
PARASKEVAIDES
FARC
PARCHANSK]
PARCINSKI

[ ]

Click on
the word

PARCO
— PARDO

FAREGE

FPARENTE
PARENTS
PARESCH|
PARIAS
FPARIS

(=T =]0=]]

i
1
1
1
1
2z
1
2
1
3
1
1
2
1
1
d
1

b ) ek ek R ek ek D) ek ) e B ek ek ek ol B




If you know:

the Case Title and/or
the Application Number and/or
the Respondent State and/or
the Article and/or

the Keyword

enter what you are searching for, using the lookups:
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You can use one or more search fields at a time:

- Case Title
and/or

- Respondent State
and/or

- Application Number
and/or

- Article
and/or

- Keyword

For the other search fields, such as “Strasbourg Case Law”, “Conclusion” and “Date”,
please refer to the full User Guide available on the HUDOC site:
http://www.echr.coe.int/hudoc.



http://www.echr.coe.int/hudoc

Note on the “Keyword” field:

Keywords are predefined and are part of an exhaustive list. You cannot create new
keywords.

If you wish to use your own keywords, please enter them in the “Text” field.

Note on the “Text” field:

Entering terms in the Text field allows you to carry out a search in the text of a document
for a single word, a phrase, a sentence etc.

You can search for:

Search Meanin Examples, i.e. what to
Parameters g type in the “Text” field
A sequence of one or more adjacent letters or Burelar
Word numbers, and including specific punctuation | gary.
— Constitution
characters.
Groups together words in the order you wish | — “prison sentence”
Phrase / . « «
to find them — phrase searching — “word | - “Court of
sentence / v _—
arasraph word Cassation
paragrap - “Law no. 65-543”
— police AND
AND Finds documents containing both words in | violence
any order - word AND word — infringement AND
rights
Finds documents containing either of the two | — violence OR
OR words - word OR word cruelty

— police OR army




Sorting your search results

Your search results can be sorted according to the following criteria:

Relevance (ascending) - when searching for a particular term in the text, this
option will give the document with the fewest occurrences of the term first
Relevance (descending) - this option will give the document with the most
occurrences of the term first

Date (Oldest first) - reverse chronological order

Date (Newest first) - chronological order

Title (A-Z) - alphabetical order by title

Title (Z-A) - reverse alphabetical order by title

Respondent State (A-Z) - alphabetical order by respondent State
Respondent State (Z-A) - reverse alphabetical order by respondent State
Application Number (A-Z) - numerical order by application number
Application Number (Z-A) - reverse numerical order by application number

Select one of these criteria from the drop-down menu on the right-hand side of the screen

using the blue

Euro (

* Search

arrow:

REsults r Help = Liosg wht

ourT oF HuMan Ric HUDOC CoOLLECTION

ECHE, Decummendt Collections
2 I DG Collecion Fer it search in
- Taxt Comglels Taxt W | Tone
O st
[ Repors® [ﬁ‘,‘,ﬂ?ﬂ".",‘
- [T Ricbihulion
Fuega Coliection e =l Engiish L] Prench Modify Options
ImoBoceLe: iy cIF! O3 Exclanation
 a5e Tide T m T French Interface
Respondent State  appancpt D Belevaree (descenting) ¥
Appheation Numbar o qyp0 e |:| b B
faricly TS []
Keymord [oJratn rEasmng:

" Teals ng nger acipied urder Bhe

CifrepflEr probectnn, Tyibam

Criteria for

Sarasbourg Cass Law .
sorting results

Canchuzan

3

Dats tram pe | 2TONIOOT | defmmdyyyy



Results

When you have completed the search fields and selected how you want your results to be
sorted, click on the “Search” button.

Here we are searching for documents concerning Article 3 sorted by date (most recent
first):
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The Results screen will appear:
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For example, you may wish to consult the Tysiac v. Poland judgment, which was

delivered on 20 March 2007 and concerns Article 3.

= Prefimingry ahpactis.,, 02007
Judpment [Merits anlll Just Sabsfachon) 255 Kb G100 Polend

Click on the title of the case to see
the Content of the document

Court (Fourth Saction) SrRA-Saltues

Click here to see the
document’s Notice page

Double-click on the icon to open the
Word version of the document

Notice

We would advise you first to consult the “Notice”, which contains an analytical summary
of the document you are searching for, providing you with a brief idea of the scope of the

case. It is available in both English and French.

Please note that from 2007 full analytical summaries are no longer provided for category

3 documents.

The notice can be accessed from the Results page (see above) or the Content page (see

the “Content” section below).

The notice is set out as follows:
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+ Diriginating Bady Coust (Fourth Sacksan])
Document Type Judgment (Merits snd Just Sabtisfaction)
1U91[IO:) Language ENGLITH
Tithe CASE OF TYEIAC v, POLAND
Applicatisn ramber 5410003
Impartance Level 1
Represented by GASIOROWSKA, M, | WILKOWSKA-LANDOWEEKS, &,
Erapondent State Poland
Date of Introduction 15002003
Date of Judgment S0/032007

Cenclesion Prelimicary objaction dismissed {non-echaustion of domestic remadies) ; Ho violsbon of Art. 3 ; Viclstion of &, 8 N
separste Bsus under Art. 13 | Mot necessary o examive Art. 3+14 ;) Peomiary damage - daim dismissed | Hon-peounany
damage « fmancal amard | Cesis and expenses parbal amard « Convention precesedings

Artiches 3; 0 ;13 ;14 ; 351 ; 41
Beparake Dpimions Yes

Law at Disus Conplitution, Articlad 38 & 47 ; Pasmaly Plicning [Prabaction of the Humia Fostui and Sondiand Pareiting Prgaincy
Tearringtion ) Ack (155%1) & related statutes ; Madical Prefession Act (1996}, Sectan 37 ; Criminal Code (1997} ; Civil Cade,

Articles 444 snd 415 &t 2o,

Sirasbaurg Case Law ACOE] v, the Uretad Kingdam, judpmest of 24 October 1088, Senad A na_ 108, 5. 17, § 55 ; Bvey v Iralesd, judgmess of 9
Cctahar 1979, Series & no, 32, p. 13-13, § 34 ; Boyle and Rice v, the United Kingdom judgment of 27 &pril 1988, Series & no,

131, § = ; Capisl Bank Al v, Dulgens, na. 454295959, § 122, ECH2 2006

: Carbonars and Vesburs v, Bely, oo, 24600004, §

&3, ECHR Z00D-VI | Ewr. Comm. HR, Bruggeman and Schautsn v. Garmany ; Glass v the Usetsd Kangdom, re, 1527700, 5§
T4.83, &7, ECHA 2004 11 ; Hasan and Chaush v. Bubjams [GC], »e. 305E5596, § 24, ECHR D000-X1 ; Hatan and Othars w. the
unitad Kingdem [GC], no. 38025804 ¥, ECHR 2083-VIIE ; fateadiy v, Greece [GC), ne. 31208994, § ©8, ECnR 18000 ; Bhan
v, Turkey [GC], v, 2237392, § 87, ECHA 2000-VIT ; Jokels v. Finland, no. J8056/%5, § 45, ECHE Z00Z-1V ; Keegan ¥
[reland, prdgment of 26 May 1534, Seres A na, 250, p.15, § 49 ; Malone v, the Unibed Kingdom, judgment of 2 Augest 1984,

Sares & no. BE, p. 32, § 6T | Hikolw
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You can click on “View” to go into the text of the document.
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Notice i
T AT Occurrences in

the document

CASE OF TYSIAC v. POLAND
{Anpbication o, 5410601

TRk kT

In the text of the document, each occurrence of the terms entered in the search field can
be viewed, in bold red type, when you click on the “Click here for next term” icon.
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You now have the basic knowledge to carry out searches of the HUDOC database.

For information on how to carry out more complex searches, please refer to the full User
Guide available on the HUDOC site: http://www.echr.coe.int/hudoc.

You can also search for “Press releases” on the European Court of Human Rights Portal
(http://www.echr.coe.int/hudoc/press/en). These provide an overview of the facts of the
case, information on the procedure and the composition of the Court as well as a
summary of the case (complaints and decision of the Court).
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In addition, you can consult the “Case-Law Information Notes” available on the Court’s
Internet site (http://www.echr.coe.int/echr/Notelnformation/en).
The Information Notes have been published on a monthly basis since November 1998.
They include:
- analytical summaries of judgments, decisions and communicated cases of
particular interest;
- a recapitulation of these important cases according to the case-law issues
raised;
- a list of significant judgments and decisions classified according to relevant
Articles and keywords;
- alist of all the judgments delivered during the month;
- a list of cases in which a request for referral to the Grand Chamber has been
accepted;
- a list of cases in which jurisdiction has been relinquished in favour of the
Grand Chamber;

- alist of judgments from previous months that have become final; and
- statistics on all judicial activities.

The above-mentioned link also contains annual indexes which provide an overview of the
cases summarised in the Case-Law Information Notes.
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